Warm ischaemia time in a model for small bowel transplantation.
Intestinal transplantation is associated with high rates of mortality and morbidity. This paper details our initial experience with 82 heterotopic small bowel transplants based upon the original rat model described by Monchik and Russell (Surgery 70:693-702, 1971). A key issue associated with mortality was a warm ischaemia time of more than 40 min (P < 0.01). Sixty-eight percent of the recipients (44/65) survived for more than 24 hr when the warm ischaemia time of the donor bowel was reduced to less than 40 min. Investigators establishing an animal model of heterotopic small bowel transplantation should pay particular attention to the warm ischaemia time of the donor bowel.